Journal of Linguistic

Research paper
4(4), Wnter 2025

The Narrative Analysis of the Threshold and Post Threshold
in the Film Zire derakhtane zeytoon

Mona Khodabakhsh!> Hamid Reza Shairi*(® Mahnaz Karbalaei Sadegh?
Zohreh Safavizadeh Sohi?

1 Ph.D. Student of Department of Linguistics, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: monaakhodabakhsh@gmail.com

2 Professor, Department of French Language, Faculty of Humanities,Tarbiat Modares
University, Tehran,Iran E-mail: shairi@modares.ac.ir

3 Assistant Professor, Department of Linguistics, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: karbalaei@srbiau.ac.ir.com

4 Assistant Professor, Department of Linguistics,, Takestan Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Takestan, Iran. E-mail: naghme _linguist@yahoo.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research article

Article history:
Received: 15 July 2024
Accepted: 23 Oct. 2024

Keywords:

Thershold¢

Post threshold¢
Modality verbs
Subject:

Zire derakhtan zeytoon

In this research, the process of moving from the threshold world
to the world of action, and then encountering semantic values in
the post threshold world, is considered as an issue. In addressing
this issue, we pose the following question: What are the
characteristics and semantic functions of the transition from
threshold to post threshold? another question arises regarding
How does the passage from the threshold to the post threshold
lead to transformation of meaning, and how does the anticipated
meaning take shape? It should be noted that, the aim of this
study, by adopting a semantic semiotics approach and
emphasizing on discourse processes in cinema, specifically in
Kiarostami’s film »Zire derakhtane zeytoon« is to examine the
role of threshold in the production of meaning and the
conditions for crossing it. The dialogues and scenes from the
film have been purposefully selected to address the questions
posed in the paper.
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Introduction

In the Paris School of Narratology, the threshold can be understood as the moment when a deficiency
or lack in the state of the actor is identified, leading to the beginning of the narrative or the transition
to a new stage. This deficiency can be either material or spiritual. Therefore, the threshold is the very
point at which the actor recognizes this deficiency and seeks to compensate for it. After crossing the
threshold and entering the actional phase, a world emerges that is referred to as the post-threshold
phase. In the post-threshold world, the action has concluded, and we witness a transformation in the

state of the actor.

A brief note of previous works

Algirdas Julien Greimas’ book The Imperfection of Meaning, translated by Shairi (2009), marks a
turning point in semiotics, as in this work, Greimas seeks to go beyond the limited frameworks of
classical, action-based signification and enters a domain that can be termed sensory and affective
semiotics. Landowski, in his book Unnamable Feelings (2004), attempts to demonstrate the transition
from classical and narrative semiotics to phenomenology. Fontanille, in Discourse Semiotics (2003),
presents a kind of evolution of classical semiotics by adding phenomenological, sensory, and
interactive dimensions to it. Shairi (2009), in his article A Semiotic Analysis of Negotiation Styles
in the Film Café Transit: From Catastrophe to Aesthetic Creation, examines the methods of
transitioning from obstructive and catastrophic sign systems toward open, meaning-generating, or
aesthetic signs. Hatefi and Shairi (2011), in their article The Quasi-Discursive Condition: A
Comparative Semiotic Analysis of Text and Image in the Illustrated Book Ordinary People,
investigate the manifestation of postmodern values in the interaction of text and image through the
overlap and coexistence of genres, leading to intergeneric formations. Namvar Motlagh (2009), in
his study The Multi-Protonarrative Structure of Film: Analyzing the Narrative Mode of “Big Fish”
and “Inkheart”, explores how multiple and diverse protonarratives contribute to forming a single
overarching narrative. Abbasi and Yarmand (2011), in their article Beyond the Tension Square: A
Semiotic Analysis of “The Little Black Fish”, study the semiotic process in the story The Little Black
Fish to address the question of which core elements contribute to meaning production in this
narrative. Atahari Nik Azm and Ahmadi (2017), in their article A Semiotic Analysis of Discursive
Modes in Yasna 9 and 10 of the Avesta, investigate the discursive features of these Yasnas. Seyed
Ebrahimi and Karimi (2023), in their article From Myth to Narrative: The Narrative Status of the
Paisley Motif in Socio-Cultural Discursive Systems, adopt a discourse-semiotic approach to analyze
the narrative development of the paisley motif within various discursive spaces. Safavi Zadeh and
Khodabakhsh (2022), in their article Intertextual Relationships in the Works of Dariush Mehrjui,
examine how cinematic translation functions as an intertextual process between literary and

cinematic works.
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Theoretical framework

Threshold and Post-Threshold in the Parisian Narratology School

In the Parisian narratology school, the threshold is perceived as a deficiency that the actor becomes
aware of. From a semiotic perspective, before an action takes place, the actor must reach the threshold
of action, meaning the conditions for entering the action must be fulfilled. As we know, every
narrative subject or actor, in order to realize their threshold awareness, enters an operational process
that narratology refers to as the narrative process or action process. this process, if successful, the
actor can obtain the valued object they initially sought. Upon completing this action program and
achieving the valued object, the actor reaches the final stage of the narrative process. After the action
is realized, a new stage forms, referred to as the evaluation of the action system.This stage of

evaluation is called the post-threshold phase.

The Threshold in Narrative from Enault’s Perspective

According to Enault’s discourse theory, every narrative has a discursive threshold that grants access
to the narrative. This threshold marks the beginning of a world’s creation, preparing time, space, and
actors for transitioning from the connective to the separative discourse sphere. Enault believes that
enunciation under such conditions (‘I, here, now’) shifts to another state (‘he, there, past or future
time”). Crossing from the connective discourse sphere, which is tied to enunciation, to the narrative
situation that prepares characters and actors for action is termed as transitioning from the threshold

to the narrative process.

The Function of Modal Verbs in the Discursive Threshold and Post-Threshold System

Examining the textual system in which the narrative forms reveals a strategy extensively discussed
by Greimas, Fontanille, Enault, and others, called the modal verb strategy or the system of modal
verbs. These verbs are essential for realizing the narrative process.The key modal verbs include:

wanting, having to, being able to, knowing, and believing.

Preliminary or Initiatory Function of the Threshold
The threshold always has a preliminary or initiatory function, preparing us to enter the world of
action. It facilitates the transition from a neutral state to an active state, enabling a possibility to

transform into an actional reality.

The Threshold’s Role in Relation to Modal Verbs
Since the threshold is always linked to modal verbs, entering any action is impossible without the
subject’s desire, represented by the verb ‘wanting.” In some cases, ‘having to’ replaces ‘wanting’

when obligation supersedes desire.
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The Rhythm of the Threshold
The threshold has a rhythm, determining the subject’s movement dynamics. Sometimes, the subject
enters the action process with a fast-paced, exhilarating rhythm, propelling them forcefully into the

action world.

The Threshold’s Role in Subject Orientation
The threshold can also direct the subject’s movement. This orientation can be analyzed in three
aspects:

1. The threshold defines the subject’s distance from the goal.

2. The threshold enables a preliminary evaluation of the world before and after transition, aiding
the subject in clarifying their movement path

3. Although distant from realization, the threshold provides an imaginary glimpse of the post-
threshold world, increasing the subject’s desire to act. The threshold, though imaginary, instills

intention and goal-oriented action in the previously passive subject.

Features of the Post-Threshold System

The Post-Threshold World: A Value-Based Evaluation System

The post-threshold world is based on a value evaluation system, where every actor, through self-
assessment or external judgment, undergoes an actional evaluation. This assessment reviews the

values acquired during the action process.

Eliminating Previous Ambiguities

The post-action world clarifies previous ambiguities, enabling the subject to redefine their
relationship with the world. For example, in the film ‘Taste of Cherry,” the protagonist, after tasting
a sweet mulberry, abandons suicidal thoughts and enters a post-threshold world of joyful presence,
reestablishing their connection to existence.

The post-threshold subject can comprehend their relationship with the world and construct an
image of their position relative to it. In some cases, however, the post-threshold subject experiences
a negative feeling because, if they encounter performative failure, they may believe that they have
lost their place in relation to the world. For this reason, the post-performative world has two
definitions: either the subject attains transcendence, or they fall into disintegration and taste the
bitterness of decline. Thus, the post-performative subject can experience two different states: either
they find themselves at the center of power, or they are pushed to the margins, experiencing weakness

and incapacity.

Method
The method employed in this research is a descriptive-analytical approach with a signification-
semiotic perspective, emphasizing the narratology of the Paris School and its theories. In this study,

focusing on the discursive process of cinema in the film »Zire derakhtane zeytoon«, dialogues and
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scenes from the film have been purposefully selected.

Conclusion

As we have observed, both Kiarostami’s film and Hossein’s life contain threshold and post-threshold
phases. Thus, we are faced with a process in which two parallel worlds and two parallel discourses
emerge. Based on this, the transition from the threshold world to the post-threshold realm leads to a
transformation of meaning, giving rise to a meaning that is both anticipated and transcendental. Since
Kiarostami’s cinematic approach fosters dynamic and evolving meaning, the film itself crosses the
threshold world and enters the post-threshold phase. The post-threshold manifests in two ways:

a) Tahereh accepts engaging in a dialogue with Hossein within the film.

b) In his life outside the film, Hossein finally embarks on a path that allows for reconciliation with
Tahereh. This is why, at the end of the film, he runs swiftly to reach her. Here, an anticipated meaning
takes shape, signifying the subject’s transcendental path.

In the final sequence, where the actor playing the director directs in a different setting and
experiences the sweetness of the post-threshold in a parallel narrative of filmmaking, we again
witness a transformation of meaning. This transformation occurs as Hossein faces a direct path of
return: the moment when, overwhelmed by the joy of being present in the scene of life, he reaches
transcendence and begins to run. This climactic moment is reinforced through the music of Domenico

Cimarosa.
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