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The present descriptive-analytical study examines the
polysemy of the Persian sensory verb cheshidan (to taste) to
identify its prototypical and peripheral meanings as well as its
semantic network in the framework of cognitive lexical
semantics. A total of 600 instances containing cheshidan were
collected from the Persian Language Database, the Ganjoor
website, and some other online sources as well as various
Persian dictionaries in order to determine its prototypical and
peripheral meanings. Then, following Ibaratte-Antofiano
(1999) and Sweetser (1990), the meanings were classified
into 31 semantic categories. The findings revealed that the
most frequent meanings were “to taste” (154 occurrences)
and “to eat/drink” (112 occurrences), followed by “to
experience” (104) and “to perceive” (74). Less frequent
meanings located at the periphery of the semantic network,
indicated notable metaphorical and semantic extensions. The
results showed the presence of a broader semantic network
for cheshidan, compared to other Persian sensory verbs,
which was shaped not only by embodiment but also by
Persian speakers’ cultural and literary experiences. Moreover,
they confirmed that the semantic expansion of cheshidan in
Persian is language-specific and considerably broader than
the categories identified by Ibarretxe-Antuiiano (1999).
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1. Introduction

Polysemy is one of the most intricate phenomena in the study of cognitive lexical semantics. In this
framework, polysemy is viewed as the systematic organization of related meanings around a prototype,
shaped by bodily experience, sensory perception, and socio-cultural context. Sensory verbs, such as
“see”, “hear”, “smell”, “touch”, and “taste”, are of particular interest in cognitive lexical semantics due
to their fundamental role in human perception and their capacity for metaphorical and abstract meaning
extensions. Among these, the verb cheshidan (“to taste”) has been relatively underexplored in Persian
despite its broad range of frequencies in poetic, colloquial, and literary contexts.

The present descriptive-analytical study investigates the polysemy of the Persian sensory verb
cheshidan based on the cognitive models proposed by Ibarretxe-Antufiano (1999) and Sweetser (1990).
Since earlier studies like Afrashi and Samet Jokandan (2014); Ghaderi, Yousefi Rad, Asrashi, and
Rovshan (2019); Eshaqi and Rovshan (2023) have explored the polysemy of other Persian sensory
verbs, including didan (to see), shenidan (to hear) and bu idan (to smell), and the analysis of lams
kardan (to touch) has been recently finished by one of the authors, this study aims to fill the gap
regarding cheshidan, shedding light on how its meanings extend from sensory perception to abstract,
emotional, and cognitive domains. The theoretical foundation also draws upon Lakoff’s (1987) radial
category model and Taylor’s (1995) semantic chains, emphasizing the prototypical structure of

meaning extension.

2. A brief note of previous works

This study reviews a selection of international and domestic research on the polysemy of sensory verbs
from a cognitive linguistic perspective in order to provide a broad overview of previous findings and
methodological approaches. Such a review not only establishes a solid foundation for the present
research but also clarifies the scientific significance of polysemy in the domain of cognitive lexical
semantics.

Cross-linguistic studies, such as those by Moiseeva (2013), San Roque et al. (2018), Prous (2020),
and Ibrahim and Almajir (2022) have demonstrated that sensory verbs develop multiple meanings
through processes such as grammaticalization, metaphorical and metonymic extensions, and semantic
convergence. These works emphasize that polysemy is both language-specific and culturally
embedded, while at the same time exhibiting universal patterns of semantic extension across languages.
More recent research (e.g., Ibrahim & Almajir, 2022; Martinez et al., 2024) highlight the role of
conceptual metaphor and multimodal interaction in the semantic expansion of verbs of vision and
touch.

In Persian, several studies (Fayyazi, 2009; Afrashi & Samet Jokandan, 2014; Afrashi & Asgari,
2017; Ghaderi, Yousefi Rad, Afrashi & Rovshan, 2019; Azimi & Afrashi, 2020; Eshaqi & Rovshan,
2023) have addressed the polysemy of sensory verbs such as didan (to see), shenidan (to hear), and
boo’idan (to smell), drawing on frameworks proposed by Sweetser (1990) and Ibarretxe-Antufiano

(1999). Their findings reveal that the semantic networks of these verbs are shaped by embodied
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experiences and metaphorical mappings from physical to cognitive and social domains. However,
despite the wide coverage of sensory verbs in Persian, the verb cheshidan has not been systematically
examined within these frameworks. The present study, therefore, aims to fill this gap by providing a

cognitive and corpus-based analysis of this verb.

3. Theoretical framework

In cognitive lexical semantics, polysemy is viewed as a fundamental mechanism of semantic
categorization. Related senses of a word are organized around a central or prototypical meaning, and
peripheral meanings radiate from this core in a radial or network-like structure (Rosch, 1973; Lakoff,
1987). According to Lakoff, lexical units function as conceptual categories structured by Idealized
Cognitive Models (ICMs), and polysemy arises because words are linked not to a single concept but to
a network of interrelated ones. Within this framework, a central or “prototype” meaning typically
anchors the semantic network, while metaphor and metonymy act as the main cognitive processes
driving semantic extensions (Lakoff, 1987; Evans & Green, 2006).

Croft and Cruse (2004) emphasize that polysemy reflects systematic variation in how a lexical item
is interpreted across contexts. Semantic extension results from the activation of different portions of a
word’s potential meaning, leading to the establishment of distinct but related senses. These processes
are neither random nor arbitrary but are motivated by embodied experience, conceptualization, and
cultural models (Ibarretxe-Antufiano, 1999, 2008). Thus, sensory verbs — such as those for vision,
hearing, smelling, touching, and tasting — develop polysemous meanings that go beyond physical
perception to cover abstract domains like knowledge, judgment, or experience (Sweetser, 1990;
Ibarretxe-Antufiano, 1999).

Two major models have shaped the study of polysemy in cognitive lexical semantics: Lakoft’s
(1987) radial categories and Taylor’s (1995) semantic chains. Both models explain how related senses
cluster within a semantic category, though the radial model emphasizes prototypical structure while the
chain model builds on Wittgenstein’s notion of “family resemblance.” Together, these models highlight
the systematicity of polysemous networks and show how peripheral meanings emerge from embodied

cognition, metaphorical mapping, and cultural context.

4. Research methodology

This research adopts a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach grounded in cognitive lexical
semantic approach. As research sample, a dataset of 600 authentic instances of the verb cheshidan was
compiled from multiple reliable sources, including the Persian Language Database, online literary
repositories such as Ganjoor, and three Persian dictionaries including Farhang-e Bozorg-e Sokhan
(Sokhan Comprehensive Dictionary) (8 Vols., Anvari: 2002), Loghatnameh-ye Dehkhoda (Dehkhoda
Dictionary) (16 Vols., Dehkhoda:1998) and Farhang-e Mo’in (Mo’in Dictionary), (2 Vols., Mo’in:
2002). In addition to dictionary definitions, Persian poetry and prose, newspapers, and the authors'

linguistic intuition were used to ensure a comprehensive data pool.
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Using the theoretical views of Ibarretxe-Antuiiano (1999) and Sweetser (1990), the collected
instances were classified into distinct semantic categories. Each occurrence was analyzed based on
contextual usage, metaphorical extension, and co-occurring linguistic elements. Ultimately, 36
meaning types were identified and grouped into 31 major semantic categories, covering both core and

peripheral senses of cheshidan. At last the semantic network of the verb was drawn.

5.Findings and conclusion

The results show that cheshidan possesses a complex and extensive semantic network that goes far
beyond its primary meaning of “tasting with the tongue.” While the most frequent usage (154
occurrences) related to its prototypical sense “to taste” followed by khordan/nooshidan “to eat/drink”
(112 occurrences). Other prominent meanings included ehsas kardan “to feel” (104 cases), fahmidan
“to understand” (74 cases), and tajrobeh kardan “‘to experience” (in various contexts such as hardship,
emotion, or spiritual moments). Less frequent but significant senses included shenidan “to hear”, didan
“to see”, boo’idan “to smell”, tahamol kardan “‘endure”, be dast avardan “to gain”, kashf kardan “to
discover”, boosidan “to kiss”, bahreh bordan “to benefit”, lazzat bordan “to enjoy”, ashna shodan
“become familiar”, adat kardan “taking up a habit”, and even tavarrogh kardan “to skim a text”.

The semantic network was visualized through a radial category diagram, with the core sense at the
center and metaphorical or culturally extended meanings radiating outward. The frequency of each
sense was found to correlate with its semantic proximity to the prototype: meanings closer to the
sensory act of tasting were more frequent, while more abstract and metaphorical meanings appeared at
the periphery and were less frequent.

Interestingly, the verb cheshidan in Persian has metaphorically extended to express experiences in
all five sensory modalities as well as cognitive, affective, and evaluative domains. For example, in
some poetic contexts, it refers to "seeing the light" or "feeling warmth," thereby encroaching on the
domains of sight and touch. It also appears in expressions denoting familiarity, acceptance, pleasure,
and suffering, highlighting its flexibility and cultural embeddedness.

The findings suggest that cheshidan in Persian constitutes one of the richest and most polysemous
sensory verbs. In contrast to Ibarretxe-Antufiano’s (1999) limited categorization of fo faste in other

LET3

languages (e.g., “to experience,” “to feel,” and “to understand”), the Persian verb displays a broader
semantic scope that includes both concrete sensory experiences and highly abstract concepts.

This expansion is not arbitrary but rather motivated by embodied experiences and cultural patterns,
especially within Persian literature and idiomatic language. The presence of metaphor and metonymy
— key mechanisms in cognitive semantics — plays a crucial role in the semantic extension of
cheshidan. Moreover, the study showed that context and co-textual elements significantly influenced

2

the meaning construction: in many cases, specific collocations (e.g., “taste of love,” “taste of sorrow,”
“taste of justice”) triggered particular metaphorical interpretations.
Compared with other Persian sensory verbs previously studied by Afrashi & Samet Jokandan, 2014;

Afrashi & Asgari, 2017; Ghaderi, Yousefi Rad, Afrashi & Rovshan, 2019; Azimi & Afrashi, 2020;
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Eshaqi & Rovshan, 2023, cheshidan shows greater diversity in both usage and semantic extension.
While didan and shenidan predominantly extended into cognitive and communicative functions,
cheshidan uniquely branched into evaluative, aesthetic, spiritual, and experiential realms, often
associated with Persian poetic tradition and mysticism.

The study thus supports the hypothesis that polysemy is a language-specific phenomenon shaped by
embodiment and cultural experience. It demonstrates that the semantic potential of sensory verbs like
cheshidan is activated differently across languages and cultures, reinforcing the cognitive linguistic

view of meaning as dynamic, usage-based, and culturally embedded.
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