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Introduction

Ismail Khalaj is one of the prominent playwrights in the history of Iranian dramatic literature. He gained
fame in the late 1960s through his works performed at the Kargah-e Namayesh. The characters in his
plays often belong to the lower classes of society, and their language is rich in idioms and allusions. An
allusion, or “kenaye” in Persian, refers to a word or phrase that carries both a literal and a figurative
meaning. It is a literary device frequently used in everyday language. Additionally, when individuals
wish to express hostility or violence toward others, they may employ such idioms and allusions, thereby
creating a form of verbal violence. In simple terms, verbal violence involves addressing others with
offensive or insulting language that causes them distress. However, verbal violence is not limited to this
definition, and many scholars have conducted research in this field, including Jeanette Malkin, who has
examined verbal violence in post-World War Il plays. Examining the violence in the language of
Khalaj’s characters is significant because the genre of his plays revolves around the interactions between
characters. Therefore, two of his plays, Patog and Goldune-Khanom, have been selected for this study.
The reason for choosing these two works is that the characters in these plays seem to use allusions in
their dialogues to inflict harm on others. Accordingly, the aim of this research is to analyze the allusions
in these two plays based on Jeanette Malkin’s theories and to answer the question of whether the
allusions in these works can be considered as verbal violence. The importance of this study lies in its
ability to shed light on the role of allusion in dramatic language and to identify verbal violence as one
of its functions.

A brief note of previous works

The closest studies to the current research include the articles “Discursive Analysis of Verbal Violence
in Language of Drama: Case Study of Hamlet with Season Salad” (Mahmoodi-Bakhtiari & Manavi,
2016) and “The Impact of Lived Verbal Violence on Others in the Play Pellekan” (Rahmani, 2020). The
first study explores the active role of language in creating structural and cultural violence and attempts
to identify the dominant components in the discourse of violent characters. The second study examines
the experience of verbal violence by the main character of the play during a period of subjugation and
the subsequent application of the same verbal violence when the character attains a dominant position.
In terms of innovation, the current study not only selects a different case but also directly examines the
allusions used in the dialogues, whereas the aforementioned studies do not address this issue directly.

Theoretical framework
Many scholars in Persian literature have provided definitions of the literary device known as “kenaye”
(allusion). For example, Jalal al-Din Homayi writes about the concept of allusion: “In lexicography,
allusion means to speak in a concealed manner. In terminology, it refers to a statement that carries two
meanings, one close and one distant, and these two meanings are interdependent. The speaker composes
and uses the sentence in such a way that the listener’s mind shifts from the close meaning to the distant
one” (Homayi, 2010: 167). In another definition, Sirus Shamisa, like Homayi, emphasizes the close and
distant meanings, stating: “An allusion is a sentence or phrase where the speaker’s intended meaning is
not the apparent one, but there is no explicit clue to divert us from the apparent meaning to the hidden
one” (Shamisa, 2002: 265). Other definitions of allusion include those by M.H. Abrams and Geoffrey
Galt Harpham, American literary critics and humanities scholars, who discuss allusion in English: “An
allusion is a passing reference, without explicit identification, to a literary or historical person, place,
event, or to another literary work or passage” (Abrams & Harpham, 2009: 11). Similarly, John Anthony
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Cuddon, a British lexicographer, defines allusion as an implicit reference to a literary or artistic work,
person, or event (Cuddon, 2013: 26). The common thread in all these definitions is the emphasis on a
hidden meaning, and the purpose of using allusion is to convey that hidden meaning indirectly and
implicitly.

In defining verbal violence, it can be said that when violence is expressed through language and
speech, verbal violence occurs. Verbal abuse is a type of action that uses words or language intended to
demean, insult, or harm others (Koller & Darida, 2020: 2). Jeanette Malkin (2004), in her book Verbal
Violence in Contemporary Drama, examines violence in linguistic structures. In her analysis of post-
World War II plays, she attempts to address this issue. Drawing on Jean Vannier’s 1963 essay “The
Theater of Language,” Malkin argues that after World War II, language played a significant role in the
plays of writers such as lonesco, Albee, Shepard, Mamet, and others, becoming a kind of antagonist in
itself. Malkin (2004) believes that the violent nature of language in these works stems from the
characters’ attempts to use language to forcibly dominate and subjugate others, imposing certain
structures and discourses on other characters. In essence, violent language breaches the personal
boundaries of characters and invades them. Sometimes, this verbal assault goes so far that the individual
is unable to defend themselves and passively accepts any command or order from the aggressors
(Mahmoodi-Bakhtiari and Manavi, 2016: 190). Therefore, any speech intended to impose a structure or
discourse, or to subjugate, dominate, or control someone, can be considered verbal violence. Such
speech may include the use of clichés and specialized terminology that control meaning and hinder its
development, as seen in lonesco’s play The Lesson, or the use of vulgar and abusive language, as
observed in Mamet’s works.

Method
In this research, data collection was conducted through library research, and the method of analysis is
descriptive-analytical. To answer the research question, theoretical concepts such as allusion and verbal
violence are first introduced. Then, the allusions in both plays are identified and analyzed based on the
theories presented in the section on verbal violence.

Conclusion

In this research, based on the posed question, after defining the theoretical foundations, the allusions in
the dialogues of the two plays Patog and Goldune-Khanom were identified and examined as verbal
violence, considering the meaning and the speaker’s intent. The results of this study show that the
characters in these two plays intend to harm and inflict violence on each other through their speech, and
the reason for this is to impose their power on one another. In Patog, Hossein uses verbal violence to
present himself as more deserving of Zari’s love than Abbas. In Goldune-Khanom, Goldune tries to
impose herself as an independent woman who does not need others, and her tool, like Hossein’s, is
verbal violence. Verbal violence is used to impose and subjugate, which aligns with the goals of both
Hossein and Goldune. In this context, both characters use a series of allusions in their speech. The
findings indicate that the reason for their use of allusions is to employ exaggeration and intensification,
which are among the most important functions of allusion. They place allusions at the center of their
speech to amplify the power of their words, and these allusions act as verbal violence because they
impose something or subjugate someone.
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