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1.Introduction
The study of the thoughts and conduct of religious leaders, particularly the Prophet of Islam
(PBUH), plays a fundamental role in enlightening human civilization and in outlining proper
models of governance, leadership, and social interaction. The Prophetic Sunnah and discourse,
as a rich source of religious, cultural, and political teachings, can open new horizons for human
society when confronting the challenges of the contemporary world. Focusing on the letters of
the Prophet of Islam (PBUH) during the periods of prophethood and governance, the present
study seeks to elucidate the dominant discourse, linguistic structure, and ideological content of
Islamic governance. The theoretical framework of the research is Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA) based on Norman Fairclough’s model, which analyzes language in relation to social,
historical, and cultural contexts, power relations, and ideology. The research data consist of the
letters compiled in the book Makatib al-Rasul, and the study adopts a descriptive—analytical
methodology. In addition to examining rhetorical structures, particular attention is paid to the
temporal, situational, environmental, and historical contexts of the letters in order to reveal
neglected dimensions of Prophetic discourse. The findings indicate that the letters of the Prophet
(PBUH) reflect a coherent and purposeful discourse grounded in divine principles, justice-
oriented governance, and intelligent management of power relations, offering a sustainable
model for political and social leadership.
2. A brief note of previous works
In the field of discourse analysis, and particularly critical discourse analysis, extensive research
has been conducted in the form of books and articles. Among the most important sources used
in the present study are works by Fairclough, Ozdanlou, and Aghagolzadeh. In addition,
numerous studies employing discourse analysis approaches have examined literary texts,
including the poetry of Samih al-Qasim, the novel Savushun by Simin Daneshvar, and the novel
Al-Sabbar by Sahar Khalifeh. With regard to the analysis of Makatib al-Rasul, several studies
have also been conducted, including the article by Ameli and Mousavian on the discourse
analysis of some of the Prophet’s letters to the rulers of Iran, Rome, and Abyssinia, which adopts
an approach different from Fairclough’s model and is limited to only a few letters. Moreover, the
study by Ezzeddin Ibrahim on the letters of the Prophet (PBUH), translated into Persian,
examines various aspects of these letters, including their literary discourse. Despite these
contributions, a clear research gap remains in the comprehensive analysis of Makatib al-Rasul
based on the theoretical framework of Critical Discourse Analysis.
3.Theoretical framework

The theoretical foundation of the present study is based on the concept of “discourse” and Critical
Discourse Analysis. Discourse, as a linguistic term, was first introduced by Zellig Harris and
later entered the field of the humanities. It refers to verbal and semantic interaction between

speaker and listener, as well as the social and semantic functions of language in use, and it deals
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with linguistic units beyond the sentence level. In various definitions, discourse is associated
with precise discussions in philosophical, literary, and political domains, and in Arabic the term
khitab is used as its equivalent. Some scholars regard literary discourse as a tool for critiquing
and explicating the aesthetic qualities and effects of literary works. Norman Fairclough, in
particular, presents discourse analysis as an effective method for examining social and cultural
change, emphasizing the interconnection between text and broader social, historical, and cultural
structures.

According to Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis model, text analysis is conducted at
three levels: description, interpretation, and explanation. At the descriptive level, linguistic
features of the text—such as key vocabulary, syntactic and grammatical structures, cohesion,
style, and speech acts—are examined. The aim of this stage is to identify how power, ideology,
and identity are reproduced in texts and how linguistic structures relate to social and cultural
contexts. The interpretative level focuses on analyzing the underlying concepts and ideologies of
the text and how audiences interpret them, while taking into account social, cultural, and
intertextual contexts. At the explanatory level, the text is analyzed within the framework of power
relations and social struggle, clarifying the role of discourse in reproducing or transforming social
structures.

4. Research methodology
In the methodological discussion, particular attention is given to the compilation method of
Makatib al-Rasul by Ayatollah Ahmadi Mianji. The letters of the Prophet of Islam (PBUH),
addressed to kings, rulers, tribal leaders, and prominent figures of his time, constitute a valuable
collection of religious, political, and cultural correspondence. Written in eloquent Arabic and
typically beginning with “In the name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate,”
these letters contain invitations to Islam, wise counsel, clear directives, and purposeful warnings.
Their eloquence, brevity, avoidance of redundancy, and precise diction have drawn the attention
of scholars such as Ahmadi Mianji and provide an appropriate basis for critical discourse
analysis. The research method employed in this study is Critical Discourse Analysis based on
Norman Fairclough’s theoretical framework. Within this approach, the letters of the Prophet of
Islam (PBUH) are examined with a focus on linguistic, ideological, and discursive structures.
The data consist of the letters compiled in Makatib al-Rasul, edited by Ali ibn Hossein-Ali
Ahmadi Mianji. The analysis is descriptive—analytical in nature and takes into account the
temporal, situational, environmental, and historical contexts of the letters. This approach is used
to elucidate the power relations, ideologies, and worldviews reflected in the Prophetic discourse.
5. Conclusion
The findings of the study at the lexical level of discourse analysis demonstrate that the Prophet’s
letters exhibit a coherent and purposeful system and can be examined through seven distinct

lexical sets. In the opening sections of the letters, the Prophet (PBUH) carefully observes social
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and political hierarchies, thereby demonstrating his method of prophethood to various audiences,
including tribal leaders, rulers, and nations. In more than half of the letters, the discourse begins
with the name of God, followed by the Prophet’s self-identification as God’s Messenger, and
then a respectful address to the recipient, reflecting the integration of divine legitimacy and
communicative etiquette in Prophetic discourse.

The second lexical set encompasses doctrinal vocabulary such as faith, piety, obedience,
righteous deeds, divine unity, invitation to Islam, religion, guidance, avoidance of polytheism,
and adherence to the Qur’an. In these letters, the Prophet (PBUH), drawing upon Qur’anic
content, calls rulers and peoples to faith in divine unity and acceptance of guidance. The social
lexical set includes concepts such as peace, freedom, security, justice, unity, truth, and avoidance
of oppression. The Prophet emphasizes social reform, good deeds, righteous action, and the
establishment of security and tranquility, while addressing freedom in both religious and social
dimensions.

In the economic domain, terms such as khums, zakat, jizya, charity, ownership, usury,
contracts, grants, and taxation are analyzed. The Prophet’s lexical and semantic precision in
explaining these matters demonstrates his discursive competence in organizing economic
relations. The fifth lexical set comprises ethical concepts including truthfulness, fidelity to
covenants, greetings of peace, coexistence, modesty, chastity, and self-restraint. Notably, the
concept of sidq (truthfulness) and its derivatives function as prerequisites for security and
protection. Political discourse, as a core element of the Prophetic discourse, is represented
through vocabulary related to warning, threat, conditions, punishment, security, jihad, war, and
confrontation with polytheists. Finally, the religious lexical set includes terms related to Islamic
duties and rituals such as prayer, fasting, pilgrimage, jihad, and other religious ordinances.

At the structural level, the frequent use of nominal sentences, past and present tense verbs,
and supplicatory expressions is notable. Past tense verbs convey certainty and factuality, lending
authority and assurance to the text, while present tense verbs impart dynamism and continuity.
The combined use of these structures, along with supplicatory expressions, enhances the
emotional, persuasive, and rhetorical power of the Prophet’s discourse and effectively reinforces

key concepts in the minds of the target group.
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