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In the forthcoming study, an attempt is made to examine the
poems of the prominent child poet - Mostafa Rahmandoust - in
terms of critical thinking, using Searle's Theory of Speech Acts.
For this purpose 73 poems of him have been selected and studied
separately based on the division of Institute for the Intellectual
Development of Children and Adult, (A/B), (C) and (D). The
research results indicates that in the age group (A/B),
Rahmandoust has used more expressive, directive and commisive
actions in his poems. He avoided being a mere speaker and tried
to involve the reader clearly in the process of meaning making and
in this way created two-way interaction. In the age group (C) and
(D), considering the adolescent's sense of independence and
cognitive development, he gradually left the judgment to her/him
and provided the ground for thought by presenting philosophical
discussions in the form of declarative actions. He has invited the
adolescent to take a stand on issues in order to judge and benefit
from the result of their thinking growth and creativity.
Rahmandoust's poems lead the audience towards critical and
creative thinking. The article tries to provide evidence to show that
he has included

Cite this article: Elahipanah, T., Razavian, H., & Sedigh Ziabari, R. (2024). “A Look at
Rahmandoust's Poems Based on Searle's Theory of Speech Acts)”. Journal of
Linguistic Studies: Theory and Practice, 4 (1), 59-78.

@ @ @ © The Author(s). Publisher: University of Kurdistan.

NC

DOI: 10.22034/j15.2024.141468.1121



https://orcid.org/0009-0007-5606-3376
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2441-1299
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-9453-5391
https://jls.uok.ac.ir/article_63384.html
https://jls.uok.ac.ir/

60

Tamana Elahipanah et al. A Look at Rahmandoust's Poems Based on ...

1.Introduction

Today, childhood is one of the most important periods of life at the center of attention of society. The
increasing development of information and communication technology has caused children and
teenagers to experience the age of information explosion. Therefore, developing the ability to analyze
and use this information is of great importance. The necessity of living in today's society is to raise
children who can gain a clear perspective by thinking critically and considering the issues around them,
collecting the necessary information about their lives, and analyzing it accurately. Teaching critical
thinking, one of the most effective life skills, should be instilled from childhood because it enables a
person to evaluate the information received in the same era and minimize the risks of acting based on
a false assumption.

Nowadays, research on literary works with linguistic methods and tools has opened a new window
on literary studies. One of the most important categories in linguistics is the recognition and analysis
of the close relationship between the mind, language, and actions that take place with language. In the
upcoming research, an attempt is made to analyze the children's poems by applying Searle's five actions
from the perspective of critical thinking.

2. Theoretical framework

Speech act theory is a philosophical theory that Austin presented in 1962 with the publication of the
book "How we do things with words. After him, his student Searle - the contemporary philosopher of
mind and language - expanded and developed it in a book titled "Speech Verbs". Speech act theory
deals with parts of speech instead of sentences or syntactic units. An utterance can be a word, a
sentence, or a complete discourse or literary work. Searle believed that, each time a word or phrase was
spoken, it was a speech or illocutionary act that could be placed in several different categories. He
claims that there are five and only five classes of speech acts (representative, directives, commissives,
declarations, and expressives).

- In the declarative action, the speaker describes the events and phenomena of the outside world,
and expresses her belief about the truth or falsity of the proposed statement.

- A directive is a speech that the speaker commands the interlocutor to do something.

- Commissive is a speech where the speaker acts for future action, such as promising or offering.

- Expressive speech acts are utterances that convey the speaker's emotions about themselves/the
world. There are four main types of expressives: thanking, apologising, congratulating, and greeting.

- Speech act of representation refers to acts in which the words state what the speaker believes to
be the case. Representatives are speech acts that the utterances commit the speaker to the truth of the
expressed proposition.

3. Research methodology

To carry out the upcoming research, 73 poems of Mostafa Rahmandoust have been analyzed according
to the age groups "A/B", "C", and "D". The research method is "descriptive-analytical". 1200 sentences

of Rahmandoost's poems constitute the researcher's data. It is worth noting that the number of data in
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age groups "A/B", "C", and "D" is the same. The present study examines Searle's speech act from the
perspective of critical thinking. In this research, the components of critical thinking in five categories
of argument, suitable questions, being collective, envolvement and, judgment, and evaluation have
been analyzed.
4. Conclusion

The results of the research indicate that the poet has considered the audience in the creation of her
literary works. Rahmandoust has made the most of her precious childhood to develop critical thinking
skills. The research results indicate that in the age group (A/B), Rahmandoust has used more expressive,
directive, and commisive actions in his poems. He avoided being a mere speaker and tried to involve
the reader clearly in the process of meaning-making and, in this way, created two-way interaction. In
the age group (C) and (D), considering the adolescent's sense of independence and cognitive
development, he gradually left the judgment to her/him and provided the ground for thought by
presenting philosophical discussions in the form of declarative statements. He has invited the
adolescent to take a stand on issues to judge and benefit from the result of their thinking, growth, and
creativity. Rahmandoust's poems lead the audience towards critical and creative thinking. The article
tries to provide evidence to show that he has included audience studies in the creation of her literary

works. He has benefited the most from his childhood to develop critical thinking skills and creativity.
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