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Analyzing the language of contemporary literary works
is essential for uncovering the hidden ideologies and
power structures within the text's underlying layers. In
this study, we have examined and analyzed the novel
"Mysteries of My Land" by Reza Baraheni using critical
discourse analysis (CDA) based on Van Leeuwen's
approach (1996). The aim of this research is to identify
and analyze the main components of exclusion and
inclusion and their subcomponents in this novel. The
research method is descriptive-analytical, and we have
employed quantitative methods for counting the socio-
semantic components and analyzing the data. The
findings of the study indicate that each of the socio-
semantic components and their subcomponents have
been utilized in the novel, and their frequency and
percentage have been presented in the analysis section.
For instance, the level of secrecy in this novel is 49%,
indicating that the degree of explicitness is higher than
the level of secrecy and ambiguity.
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1.Introduction
The novel "Mysteries of My Land" is a political-historical work that narrates events in Iran from the
1953 coup d'état until mid-1979. In certain sections, the novel incorporates speeches and statements
from significant figures of the Pahlavi era, as well as the voices of Iranian revolutionaries. With its
diverse array of social actors, this novel provides a suitable foundation for examining the roles and
identities of social actors within a narrative framework. Furthermore, the novel presents multiple,
often conflicting, discourses such as those of religious forces versus the Pahlavi regime, masculine
versus feminine perspectives, ordinary citizens versus the military, foreigners versus Iranians,
religious versus secular individuals, and rural versus urban populations. The novel captures scenes
from pivotal and sensitive days and years within a 26-year span of contemporary history,
encapsulating them in a fictional narrative. Given the notable diversity of characters in "Mysteries of
My Land," the novel serves as a valuable basis for investigating and analyzing the representation of
social actors within a fictional narrative.
2. A brief note of previous works
Despite its renown and publishing success, "Mysteries of My Land" has not been extensively
researched. Sedghi Rezvani and Ghaderi (2012) investigated the influence of leftist ideologies on
Reza Baraheni's stories, including "Mysteries of My Land," both before and after the Iranian
Revolution. Saberpour (2013) examined the representation of female characters in the novel. Azad
Armaki and Zamani Sabzi (2010) analyzed the portrayal of Iran before and after the Islamic
Revolution in two of Baraheni's novels, "Mysteries of My Land" and "Azadeh Khanom and Her
Writer," based on Lucien Goldmann's genetic structuralism theory, focusing on the cultural, social,
political, and economic spheres.
3.Theoretical framework

Critical discourse analysis (CDA) is an interdisciplinary approach that delves into the examination
and uncovering of unequal power relations, ideologies, discrimination, and dominance embedded
within the deeper layers of language. Various linguists and theorists have proposed methods and
models for conducting discourse analysis and revealing these unequal relationships. Van Leeuwen
(2008) employs socio-semantic components instead of linguistic ones in text analysis. He posits that
researchers can gain a profound understanding of the text through the application of these
components. In his view, discourse is constructed knowledge derived from social actors. The aim of
CDA, according to Van Leeuwen, is to uncover and analyze how social functions are represented in
the underlying layers of the text. Textual analysis, facilitated by this set of socio-semantic
components, constitutes a form of stylistic and linguistic critique. Van Leeuwen contends that
characters in novels are social actors, and characterization is tantamount to the representation of

social actors. This approach equips researchers with socio-semantic components to identify the
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methods employed in representing social actors within a work and to discern explicitness and
implicitness in their discourse.
4. Research methodology

In this article, we have examined the patterns of social actor representation and discourse-oriented
propositions in the novel "Mysteries of My Land" based on Van Leeuwen's (2008) critical discourse
analysis. Our aim is to elucidate the intricate network of social actors, the methods of their
representation, and their connection to the deep structures and hidden stances within the text. The
research methodology employed is descriptive-analytical. Data was collected through library
research and document analysis. Quantitative methods were utilized to enumerate socio-semantic
components and analyze the data.

5. Conclusion
The results of the textual analysis of "Mysteries of My Land," conducted using Van Leeuwen's
critical discourse analysis theory, reveal a significant diversity and multiplicity of socio-semantic
components. This diversity corresponds to the substantial variety of social actors within the narrative,
who, through their interactions, form an extensive network of social actors in the novel's narrative.
The multitude of social actors in this novel are not merely background characters; they are integral
to the fabric of the story, enriching it with their diversity and shaping its various semantic layers. The
author, through diverse representations of social actors, advances the plot while developing the
complex system of interactions among these social actors.

The notable frequency of activation, naming, titling, classification, and individual reference
components (along with their respective sub-components), with their considerable capacity for
subjectification or othering of fictional characters, plays a crucial role in the emergence of discursive
conflict within the novel. These components provide a platform for embedding elements of ideology
and power in the narrative. However, the discursive conflicts in this story primarily revolve around
the confrontation between two discourses: the "revolutionary" and the "Pahlavi regime." Other
discourses are represented on the periphery of this overarching discursive clash. The author's leftist
leanings also influence this type of representation.

The author's specific worldview contributes to the story's inclination towards a historical narrative
style, devoid of the ambiguities often found in modernist narratives. In this novel, the author does
not exhibit a strong preference for implicit and indirect representations of characters and their actions,
instead favoring explicit representations. The level of enigma in the text is 49.01%, indicating that
explicitness surpasses enigma. This is not unrelated to the author's leftist ideological leanings, as
evidenced by the higher frequency of "expression" sub-components (such as activation, naming,
titling, and classification with their various forms). The predominance of "external identification"
over other "identification" sub-components also reflects this dominant approach in the story,
signifying the author's inclination to reveal all the external attributes of the social actors. Additionally,

the analysis of data from the "depersonalization" component and its sub-components demonstrates a
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higher frequency of "objectification" compared to "abstraction." Among the sub-components related
to "objectification," the "spatial orientation" sub-component is the most frequent. This frequency
suggests that the narrative tends to generalize a viewpoint (stemming from a particular discourse) to
all social actors in the story.

Among the "reference type" sub-components, the "individual reference" sub-component, which
corresponds to informal naming and title removal, is the most frequent, occurring 4488 times. This
data indicates the author's particular attention to the individuality and independent personality of the
characters. Following individual reference, the "gender reference" and "group reference" sub-
components occur 2109 and 1010 times, respectively. The use of these identity-defining sub-
components also suggests that the author occasionally intends to represent the social actors of the
novel in a general and collective manner. Therefore, in this novel, Baraheni combines individual and
general representations, portraying the conflicting individuality of the characters while indirectly
positioning specific political-social crises and discursive clashes (particularly the conflict between
the revolutionary and Pahlavi regime discourses) as factors of collective solidarity among certain
characters in the story. The combination of these two representational methods leads to implicit
connotations and indirect representation of a social totality in the form of a complex network of

numerous social actors within the story.
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