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Folk stories are one of the most suitable formats for teaching Persian
to non-Persian speakers. The aim of the research is to use folk
literature in teaching Persian to non-Persian speakers based on the
text-based approach. The theoretical framework of the research is a
combination of 3 theories of Vygotsky's approximate growth zone
(1987), Krashan's comprehensible input hypothesis (1985) and
Camborne's learning factors (1995). The practical framework is
Lazar's (1993) three-stage cycle in teaching literary texts. For this
purpose, 10 textbooks have been prepared from various literary texts
with the theme of folk literature. The method of collecting
information was in the form of a questionnaire. The questionnaire
items were selected from Cunningsworth, Mikli and teacher made.
The reliability of the questionnaire was evaluated based on the model
of Fornell and Larker (1981). The validity of the questionnaire was
also calculated based on Cronbach's alpha coefficient. The results of
the research showed that contemporary texts that contain popular
concepts have about 90% influence on language learners, in contrast
to old folk texts, they have about 70% influence in the education
process.
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1.Introduction
The rich literature of Iranian wisdom and the Persian language can be one of the best and most
effective sources in the discussion of teaching Persian to non-Persian speakers. . Stories fascinate the
audience in terms of the sequence of events and their climax. Even if a language learner cannot
understand the words and sentences part by part, he can guess the whole story. In this research, we
aim to investigate the use of folk literature in teaching Persian to non-Persian speakers based on the
text-based approach. The purpose of preparing teaching materials is from literary texts and what is
the role of folk literature among these literary texts and what is their application in teaching persian
to non-Persian speakers.
2. A brief note of previous works
Mirdehghan and Taherlou (2013) have measured the attractiveness of Iranian culture among non-
Iranian Persian learners using a questionnaire method. Lazar (2015) analyzes the use of
postmodernism picture books in language education about 3 picture stories. Tranishi (2015) has
considered the teaching of novel literary genre for 15 English literature classes. Koze (2015) has
investigated the use of short stories in English essay classes. Shokri et al. (2016) discussed the topic
of simplifying literary texts for teaching non-Persian speakers. His case study is on Golestan Saadi.
Asgharpour Masuleh et al. (2016) measured the level of interest of Persian learners in literary texts.
They selected 100 language learners of different nationalities for the intermediate level and asked
their opinion about teaching literary texts to non-Persian speakers through a questionnaire. Mohalbi
et al. (2017) first express different opinions on the ground of a subject and then introduce the famous
circular educational system in education and language.
3.Theoretical framework
The framework intended for the preliminary preparation of the class and the selection of literary texts
is a combination of 3 theories of the approximate zone of development of Vygotsky (1987), the
hypothesis of comprehensible input of Krashan (1985) and learning factors of Camborne (1995). The
theoretical framework for practical teaching is Lazar's (1993) three-stage cycle in teaching literary
texts.
4. Research methodology
In order to achieve the goals, the following methods have been implemented in this research:
placement exam, participants, educational content, questionnaire for evaluating courses and
determining its validity and reliability. For this purpose, 10 textbooks have been prepared from
different literary texts with the content of popular literature in different formats such as traditional
poetry and prose, new poems, lyrics of songs and songs. These lessons were taught to Persian students
in the field of Persian literature. The method of collecting information was in the form of a
questionnaire. The validity of the questionnaire was also calculated based on Cronbach's alpha
coefficient. In order to prepare and implement the data, 25 Farsi learners of different nationalities

were enrolled in a virtual class. 10 meetings were held.
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5. Conclusion
What arouses the sense of critical thinking in the participants is the rich content of the text. If a text
is devoid of strong content, it will not have a motive and topic to arouse the sense of critical thinking.
Themes such as: philanthropy, avoiding lies, perfectionism, deception, flattery, etc. will cause critical
thinking. The format of the story, in terms of the order and sequence of its nature, will create the
capacity of prediction in the participants. Therefore, it is better to choose texts that are in this format.
The type of literature that is more concrete in terms of content and theme is more suitable for teaching.
So that the audience has an active mental background of that literary type. Simplification should be
done to such an extent that it does not damage the originality of the text. We can use a separate

method for each of the four skills.
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