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1. Introduction

Meaning is the most basic human question and the most important problem of cognitive linguistics,
although it has been the subject of attention of other theories of linguistics and semantics. The
difference of the cognitive approach is to consider cognition as sensory, corporeal and the result of
the five senses. Conceptualization and categorization are the main elements of this theory based on
coding. The main subject of the mentioned approach is the nature of language and how the mind
works, and its central proposition is the theory of sensory cognition.

One of the semantic theories of this approach is the prototype theory, which is based on the
categories of inference, construal, mapping, typicality, frequency, order, etc. The prototype has an
empirical basis and has more commonality than other concepts, which is the result of a common
understanding. Also, how to choose a prototype is based on the grading that occurs on the continuum
of association of concepts, which is the basis for discovering the semantic correlation between the
titles of Persian lessons of the first to sixth grades of elementary school with its messages or
prototypes.

The problem of this research is to discover the degree of semantic correlation between the title of
the lesson and the message or prototype of each lesson in Persian from the first to the sixth grade.
Not comprehending the Shah Bayt or the main concept of the lesson causes the teachers to not
understand the main message of each lesson and the students also cannot communicate with the
lesson because the title is the key of entering the text. This problem causes not to discover horizontal
connections between lessons and not to receive vertical semantic relationships in each one.
Discovering the semantic distance between the title and the main concept can increase the authors'
knowledge of the textbook so that they can try to change and modify it if possible. This issue may be
due to the lack of editing of the textbooks and lack of accuracy in choosing the title and listing the
matters.

The general purpose of the mentioned research is to determine the degree of semantic correlation
between the title and the message or the prototype of the first to sixth-grade Persian lessons, and its
objective objectives are: to determine the degree of semantic distance between titles and common
concepts based on the five-point Likert scale, to determine the degree of semantic correlation of the
title with the core message or prototype of each lesson, the similarity and difference in the semantic
distance of the titles and mental samples in the first to sixth Persian books.

2. A Brief note of previous works

For the first time, Lakoff (1987) addressed this issue in cognitive semantics, in which, contrary to the
approach of logical semantics, instead of paying attention to the outside world, attention is paid to
the conceptual or cognitive construction that a person experiences from the world. Langacker does
not consider language as an independent component of cognitive components but considers language
meaning to be equivalent to conceptualization, which includes new and old concepts, sensory,

movement, emotional, social, and the like.
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Semantic or linguistic categorization is the main goal of cognitive linguistic studies, and one possible
way to begin this work is to examine vocabulary, which has also been a priority in the linguistic
tradition. In this regard, the internal structure of lexical categories, the composition of mental
modeling, and the relationship between form and meaning are taken into consideration. Cognitive
semantics, which is a part of cognitive linguistics, enables higher cognitive functions such as meaning
and reasoning, and is actually an extension of the activities of the five senses and is inseparable from
it. In this approach, the construal and mapping between different areas of the mind is significant
(Gulfam, 2011: 2-3).

Prototype is the most obvious and unmarked manifestation of any semantic category and the closest
to the concept that includes it. Prototypes are conceptual-semantic through which they are categorized
and categories are classified. The members of a category are also graded based on it. Of course,
prototypes are flexible and include new and unfamiliar units. In the field of cognitive semantics, the
prototype theory was first proposed by Rosch et al in a psychological experimental research in which
the prototype is the central or focal member of a category.

Langacker believes that prototypes are the basis of linguistic classification and categorization, and
categories are defined based on their distance from prototypes, which can be graded differently based
on experience and knowledge, although the prototype is the focal and central point.

Prototype semantics is placed in front of the feature-based semantics of the foundation. distinguishes
According to this theory, categories are defined as a combination of necessary and sufficient features,
they do not have a middle limit, they are based on all or nothing, they have two values {+} or {-},
the border of the categories is not clear in them and all members of a category have an equal base;
any phenomenon that has all the characteristics of that category is a member of it, otherwise it is not.
3. Theoretical framework

Cognitive linguistics (1970) is an interdisciplinary trend in the field of cognitive sciences and has a
very close relationship with cognitive psychology, along with psychology, physiology, neuroscience
and artificial intelligence, which seeks cognition and how the mind functions. Discovering the nature
of language, the relationship between language and thinking, and the conceptual and semantic system
of language is one of the important issues of this branch of linguistics.

Cognitive Linguistics in the general field studies language as a mental phenomenon, and in the
specialized field - which is written with a capital letter - (Cognitive Linguistics), language is used as
a tool for organizing, processing and transmitting information. It considers all language issues in
terms of meaning and meaning is the most important issue of cognitive linguistics.

Embodied cognition theory is at the heart of cognitive linguistics research and conceptual
construction is based on sensory experience, mental representations are conceptual in nature and are
represented in the form of symbols and signs. The conceptual system is the result of experience and
interaction with the outside world, and language, mind, and experience are very important in this

approach. Cognition is the result of the social and physical experience of the outside world, is affected
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by the context, and has a dark nature.

4. Research Methodology

The mentioned research method is qualitative-quantitative, its type is descriptive-analytical and its
approach is linguistic. The sample size included all Persian lessons from the first to the sixth grade
and the unit of analysis was the phrases or titles of the lessons in connection with their text. The
process included recognizing the message in which all the lessons were carefully read by 60 teachers
present in the class and its content and concepts were discussed. Then they were asked to express the
most important message, which in the term "Shah Bayt" is its extract. After that, the closest prototype
was selected based on the five-point Likert spectrum, and the degree of correlation was based on the
five categories of "very low, low, medium, high, and very high".

5. Conclusion

The problem of this research was to understand and receive the main message or Shah Bayt of each lesson
in Persian from the first to the sixth. The lack of semantic correlation between the title and the prototype
that is created in the teacher's mind can indicate the insufficiency of the title or the lack of correct selection
of it according to the text and content. The existence of this semantic distance between the two can make
it difficult for the teacher to understand and receive the text; As a result, he cannot discover the main
thread of the lesson and connect other concepts of the lesson with it.

In this research, the data was graded based on the Likert scale and the percentage of semantic
correlation between the titles and messages and prototypes include degrees e.g average 32%, low 31%,
high 22%, deficient 12%, and very high 3 % that in general, this correlation is moderately downward.
From the above findings, it can be concluded that titles are not explicit in expressing the message of
lessons. This difficulty can lead to misunderstanding the text and cause problems in teaching and learning.

Inferences:

- It will be difficult for primary school teachers to understand the message of the lesson.

- Interaction and common understanding will be difficult.

- Finding a prototype solves the problem of the semantic gap between the title and the message.

- Prototypes make teachers think to test their mental association.

- Teachers' communication and interaction will increase in group meetings to understand the main
message of the lesson.

- Accepting the understanding of continuity of meaning along with common examples is a logical
phenomenon.

- Teachers and students need common understanding even in open and literary texts.

- The prototype theory does not prevent the semantic openness of the text and individual creativity.
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