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1. Introduction
Readers of literary texts expect critics to report how these narratives are formed in the analysis of
narratives. Sometimes the basis of the formation of a story is a historical event or a specific incident,
sometimes it may be based on reading a text, visiting a certain place, and looking at a painting or a
photo exhibition. Discovering and explaining the basis of story formation is useful for criticizing or
understanding the text. Apart from the event or incident that may be the main source of the narrative
story, the development of that story in the form of narration is largely based on its narrative ability.
The author creates a narrative based on his narrative ability, and the readers understand and analyze
the work based on their narrative ability.
2. A Brief note of previous works
Various research has been done on the works of Shahriar Mandanipour. In the article " Analyzing
plot in Shahriar Mandanipour's short stories based on formalism boutiques " (2014) Tashakori et al.
examined three collections of stories of East Banafsheh, wax and honey, and Midday Moon. they
have not mentioned how the plot of the short story "Midday Moon" was formed and its connection
with the main theme. Moradi (2013) in his dissertation "Structural Analysis of Shahriar
Mandanipour's Works" examines the narrative and thematic structure of the story " Midday Moon ",
but does not mention the role of the image in the formation of the plot of the story. Other articles and
theses have examined the works of Shahriar Mandanipour from different perspectives. Still, none of
them have addressed the role of the images and how the structure of the story of " Midday Moon " is
formed with paintings or photographs.
3. Theoretical framework
Focalization answers the question of whose point of view the story is told. Genet relates who speaks
to the category of "narrator's voice" and who sees to "focalization". The subject of focalization is
"focalizer"; He looks and his look is registered in the text. The object of focus is "focused". Literary
semiotics identifies literary discourse systems according to their mechanisms and presents the method
of analysis of each of these systems. Therefore, four important discourse systems are proposed: action
discourse system; sensible discourse system; tension discourse system; and reflection discourse
system.
4. Research Methodology
The methodological nature of this paper is descriptive-analytical and the data was collected by the
library and sand mining method. The statistical population is the story “Midday Moon” from the
collection of stories with the same name written by Shahriar Mandanipour.
5. Conclusion
The story of Midday Moon is narrated in the form of a story within a story. Two worlds are formed
in the story; one is the world in which an old man is dying on a bed and dreaming, and his occasional
awakenings when he remembers Sara, this is the outer frame of the story. This frame opens at the

beginning of the story with a quotation from the old man. The subject-old man, by being in a state of
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dying and reviewing memories, experiences a presence again next to Sara. The nostalgic feeling or
revival of memories and the re-presence of the subject in the space of these memories create a
reflection process. The other world is the world that happens in the dream and vision of the old man,
and in it, three plastic or wax characters; blue-eyed, black-eyed, and white-eyed, in a daily round in
a place like an exhibition, sit and watch and interpret paintings of death, this is the inner frame of the
story. With the interpretation, the paintings become active and the inner developments take shape.
Each painting becomes the focus of a development and advances the color of the story. The subject-
viewers enter into a sensory-perceptual relationship with the objects within the image. In this state,
the objects of the image leave their static world and enter the world outside. The objects enter the
space of the story and move and come to life and advance the events of the story alongside the
subjects. This is where another reflection situation is formed and conditions arise that cause meaning
to be formed.

In the outer frame of the story, the narrator is a limited third person, who is also the focalizer of
the story, and we see the situation of the old man and his behavior from his eye focus. The old man
is the focal point of this development, which shows internally what passes through his mind in the
final moments of life and what he says. The focus of this development is a painting of the old man
who is lying on a bed. In the inner frame is the world of the old man's dream- the narrator of the story
is the same limited third person, but the focalizer of this development is the old man. In this frame,
the third-person narrator expresses the events with an indirect discourse from the window of the old
man's mind and with the voice of the narrator. The focus of this development is the mind and dream
of the old man. The focalized of this development are three strange characters who wherever they go,
bring death with them. The look at the focalized in this frame is external. It narrates the behavior of
the focalized and their hearings from their interpretation.

In the story “Midday Moon”, seeing, which is a sensory-perceptual relationship, creates a system
of reflection. The objects of the image become active under the gaze of the subject-viewers. The
subject-viewers start to interpret and discuss the paintings as they see them. With the interpretation
of the paintings, the objects of the image become active and create a new form of existence for them.
The objects of the image speak and express their feelings and pain. The images are transformed into
words and the reflection dimension of the story is formed. Another system of reflection is running in
the story, which is formed in the moments of awakening of the old man character. The old man, under
the influence of the state of dying, reviews the memories and brings Sara from the past to the present,
to continue it by remembering the past romances.

With this thought, he dies easily for himself and returns to the world of marble stones and
chamomiles with Sara. The activation of the paintings and the use of this narrative plot are for
expressing the unsaid things that cannot be seen in the image. Images can only show the present time
of the event, but by becoming active, they also express some aspects of the past and future. Something

that is not in the image, but by becoming active, which is in a way, an interpretation of the seen
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image, is expressed. In the story “Midday Moon”, by becoming active, we read the anxiety and worry
of the objects of the image from the event that is going to happen to them, or the ignorance and

calmness before their event.
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